
 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of the  
Wisconsin Women's Council – July 26, 2011 

State Capitol, Room 225 NW 

Board Members Participating:  Jane Clark, Acting Chair; Nicole Bowman (by phone); Sarah 
Briganti; Mary Ann Gerrard (by phone); Senator Dave Hansen; Representative Kelda Roys.  
A quorum of Board members was not present.  

Others present: Christine Lidbury, Executive Director; Charles Schulz (Office of Senator 
Hansen).   

Christine Lidbury provided a PowerPoint presentation (attached).  As a quorum of members was 
not present, no formal action was taken by the Board.   

1. Christine provided an overview of the status and process for Women’s Council Board 
appointments (see PowerPoint) and noted that the Women’s Council was funded in the 
2011-2013 state budget at the level provided in the prior biennium.  

2. Christine provided an overview of the current program of work, which she expects to 
continue through 2011.  (see PowerPoint) 

a. Trailblazer Awards.  Jane Clark offered to participate on the award advisory 
committee.   

3. Policy Discussion:  responding to disparaging remarks and/or other related issues from 
elected officials, members of the media and other individuals that relate to women.   

This issue involved two letters (request and response) from June 2011 related to a request 
requesting from the Council on actions by an elected official.  Both letters were read 
aloud at the meeting (copies attached).  General discussion ensued.   

1) Letter to Kris Martinsek (Chair), dated June 20, 2011, from several past Women’s 
Council members requesting that the Council issue a formal statement on actions made 
by State Representative Fred Clark.   

2) Martinsek response, dated June 22, 2011, suggesting that the mission of the Council 
would not be well served by becoming embroiled in partisan politics or in taking action 
against individual elected officials.  

 There was consensus among members present that the Council, as a state government 
agency, should remain focused on mission of policy work and should not become 
involved in electoral / partisan politics. 
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 The Council lacks staffing and processes to track incidents related to the speech and 
action of elected and other public figures and should leave such efforts to 
organizations set up for that purpose.   

 The Women’s Council’s often bi-partisan board structure can create challenges in 
keeping the board productively working together.  It was noted that engaging in the 
political fray will potentially make working together as a board more difficult, 
undermine work done in recent years to bring the board together, and ultimately work 
to the detriment of the Council’s ability to perform its mission on behalf of Wisconsin 
women and girls. 

 It was also noted that the Council’s work on electoral politics has been limited to 
tracking women’s participation in elected office as part of its mission of identifying 
barriers to women’s social and economic participation.  Beyond that, engaging in 
electoral politics is outside the Council’s expertise and purview.  

 Finally, there was consensus among members present that any such requests should 
be reviewed and decided upon by the Women’s Council Board.   

4. Update on current priority issues and update on 2009-11 strategic initiatives. In looking at 
possible topics to consider as part of the Council’s agenda: 

 Senator Hansen noted that a Legislative Council Special Committee on Review of 
Emergency Detention and Admission of Minors Under Chapter 51, had meet several 
times in 2010 and will likely issue a final report later this year..  He urged the 
Women’s Council to review the report when issued.   

 Several members presented advocated and supported the idea of stepping up the 
Council’s efforts to engage with outside groups through joint research efforts and 
conferences to reach a broader audience and leverage resources.  

 There was discussion of whether the Councils should be assessing and reporting on 
the impact of the state budget on women and girls.  General consensus among 
members present was that the Council should rather serve as a clearinghouse on 
budget issues using its web site as a central place to locate reports and studies by 
others, including, for example, local government, academia, and other organizations.  

5. The Women’s Council will meet quarterly on the 2nd Monday from 12:00 (noon) to 1:30 
PM.   Meeting dates for the rest of the 2011-2013 biennium will be:  

-      September 12, 2011 
-      December 12, 2011 
-      March 12, 2012 
-      June 11, 2012 

- September 10, 2012 
- December 10, 2012 
- March 11, 2013 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Christine Lidbury 


